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~"  ^ERE  i;:  J.b::p J,. •.;.*; dial  face  oT  Rev., -J^o'iii 
fl  Dreisbach,  who  is  now  over  eighty  years 
old.  He  was  converted  to  God  in  bis  seventeenth 
year,  and  commenced  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  1807, 
sixty-three  years  ago  He  has  led  many  precious 
souls  to  Jesus,  and  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  the 
Church  and  bis  fellow-men.  And  now  he  waits, 
with  Simeon  of  old,  for  the  chariot  of  the  Lord  to 
take  him  home  to  glory. 

Many  boys  will  see  this  picture,  and  read  these 
few  lines,  who  are  just  starting  on  the  journey  of 
life.  Here  is  an  example  for  you  to  imitate.  Seek 
Jesus  early,  devote  jour  whole  life  to  him  and  to 
his  cause,  and  you  will  be  blessed  all  along  and  be- 
come a  blessing  to  others  This  will  secure  for 
you  a  peaceful  old  oge,  and  a  happy  departure  to 
everlasting  bliss      Chose  wisely. 
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*^|jrN  commemoration  of  that  delightful  Golden 
3  I  Wedding  anniversary  of  our  father  and  mother 
T-^^on  Monday,  February  9th,  1891,  we  have  re- 
corded on  the  pages  of  this  little  souvenir  your  pres- 
ence, your  gifts,  your  words  of  love  and  esteem, 
which  so  greatly  added  to  the  joy  and  impressiveness 
of  the  occasion,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  it  will 
occupy  a  place  among  our  most  cherished  treasures 
and  that  you  will  always  be  held  in  loving  remem- 
brance ;  that  we  will  thankfully  acknowledge  God's 
great  goodness  to  us  in  permitting  us  to  celebrate 
such  an  event.  And  we  wish  that  you  may  all  have 
the  rare  privilege  of  celebrating  your  own  and 
other  Golden  Weddings. 

The    scenes    and    events   of    the    occasion  we 
record    as   reported     in    the     Circleville     "  Union- 
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Introductory.    Duett  (Piano.)    Eva  and  Fannie  Lud  wig. 

Preliminary  Remarks  by  Master  of  Ceremonies.       Dr.  Nauman. 

Wedding  March.       Prof.  Smith  and  Miss  Fannie  Smith. 

Prayer.       Rev.  J.  H.  Lamb. 

Music.    Piano  and  Violin.       Prof.  Smith,  Miss  Lucy  Smith. 

Congratulations  on  Behalf  of  Children.       Mrs.  H.  C.  Smith. 

Congratulations  on  Behalf  of  Brothers  and  Sisters,  (by  Rev.  J.  E.  Dreisbach.) 
Read  by  M.E.  Dreisbach. 

Congratulations  on  Behalf  of  Nephews  and  Nieces  of  Groom. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Nauman. 

Congratulations  on  Behalf  of  Grandchildren. 
Fannie  E.  Smith,  Naperville,  111. 

Congratulations  on  Behalf  of  Nephews  and  Nieces  of  Bride,  (by   B     F. 
Dreisbach.)       Lydia  George. 

Congratulations  for  the  Community.        .\nna  M.  Caldwell. 

Music.       Piano  Duett.       B   F.  Dreisbach  and  Fannie  E.  Smith. 

Congratulations  for  Citizens  of  Circleville.       J.  A.  Lutz 

Congratulations  on  Behalf  of    the  Church. 
Rev.  A.  Swartz,  VVesterville,  O. 

Congratulatory  Letter  (from  Pres.  A.  A.  Smith), 
Read  by  Dr.  Nauman. 

Extract  from  Letters.       Read  by  Reuben  Dreisbach. 

Response.    (I.  E.  Dreisbach.) 
Read  by  Charles  H.  Dreisbach,  Frankfort,  South  Dakota. 

Music.       "  The  Dearest  Spot  on  Earth  to  Me  is  Home." 
Sung  by  Members  of  the  Family. 
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4|irN  commemoration  of  that  delightful  Golden 
^1  Wedding  anniversary  of  our  father  and  mother 
T^^on  Monday,  February  9th,  1891,  we  have  re- 
corded on  the  pages  of  this  little  souvpnir  your  pres- 
ence, your  gifts,  your  words  of  love  and  esteem, 
which  so  greatly  added  to  the  joy  and  impressiveness 
of  the  occasion,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  it  will 
occupy  a  place  among  our  most  cherished  treasures 
and  that  you  will  always  be  held  in  loving  remem- 
brance ;  that  we  will  thankfully  acknowledge  God's 
great  goodness  to  us  in  permitting  us  to  celebrate 
such  an  event.  And  we  wish  that  you  may  all  have 
the  rare  privilege  of  celebrating  your  own  and 
other  Golden  Weddings. 

The    scenes    and    events   of    the    occasion  we 
record    as    reported     in    the     Circleville     "  Union- 
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Herald  "  and  "  Democrat  and  Watchman,"  as  follows : 

One  of  the  grandest  social  events  of  the  season 
was  the  celebration  of  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
wedding  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  E.  Dreisbach,  given 
by  their  son,  Mr.  Frank  Dreisbach,  at  his  beautiful 
home  one  mile  and  a  half  south-east  of  this  city. 
Although  the  day  was  cold  and  rainy,  by  eleven 
o'clock  about  two  hundred  guests  had  assembled  to 
help  the  aged  couple  in  bringing  back  to  memory 
the  scenes  as  they  transpired  away  back  in  1841, 
when  Mr.  Dreisbach  rode  on  horse-back  across 
Pickaway  Plains  leading  another  horse,  and  a  short 
time  afterwards  returned  with  a  rider  for  the  horse 
at  his  side.  It  was  Miss  Lydia  Hittel,  as  she  would 
have  been  called  an  hour  before,  now  Mrs.  I.  E. 
Dreisbach. 

Upon  entering  the  house,  the  first  thing  that  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  visitor  was  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dreisbach,  seated  side  by  side  in  front  of  the 
bay  window,  back  of  which  were  seated  seventeen 
grand-children.  On  either  side  sat  the  children, 
six  of  the  seven  being  present. 

Every  face  wore  an  expression  of  happiness, 
and  thev  formed  the  picture  of  a  model  and  happy 
family. 

Mr.  and    Mrs.  B.   F.  Dreisbach  determined  to 
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make  the  best  of  the  weather  by  sending  to  the  city 
for  the  most  brilliant  lamps,  closed  the  house  and 
turned  day  into  night,  which  produced  the  most 
pleasing  and  desired  effect,  showing  off  the  drap- 
ery decoration  of  old  gold,  flowers,  ivy  and  ferns, 
under  which  the  bride  and  groom  were  seated. 

The  guests,  as  well  as  the  host  and  hostess,  did 
not  mind  the  weather,  and  before  the  time  arrived 
guests  were  received,  carriages,  cabs  and  buggies 
were  seen  coming  thick  and  fast  from  the  north 
and  south.  At  half-past  eleven  o'clock  one  hundred 
and  fifty  guests  were  comfortably  domiciled,  uncon- 
scious of  the  weather  without,  awaiting  the  opening 
of    the  programme. 

A  short  time  after  eleven  o'clock  the  pro- 
gramme, which  had  been  previously  prepared,  was 
begun.  Dr.  Nauman,  master  of  ceremonies,  introduc- 
ed the  programme  by  a  few  remarks  as  to  the  rare 
occurrence,  the  importance  and  privilege  of  such  an 
occasion  ;  and  after  introducing  the  fifty  year  old 
bride  and  groom,  he  announced  the  introductory  : 
Piano  duet  by  Eva  and  Fannie  Ludwig.  Prayer 
was  offered  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Lamb,  of  Circleville, 
after  which  the  famous  wedding  march  preluded 
by  an  arrangement  of  mid-summer  night's  dream 
was  played   by  Prof.    H.   C.  Smith  and   daughter. 
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Miss  Fannie.  Mrs.  Prof.  H.  C.  Smith,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  bride  and  groom,  delivered  the  first 
address  in  behalf  of  the  seven  children.  This  was 
a  beautiful  tribute  well  delivered  and  listened  to 
with  intense  interest.  This  was  followed  by  a  con- 
gratulatory address  by  Miss  Fannie  E.  Smith,  on 
behalf  of  the  grandchildren.  She  very  credi- 
tably performed  her  part  with  original  thought 
and  good  deliverv,  of  which  her  cousins  mav 
all  well  be  proud.  Mrs.  Dr.  C.  A.  Nauman  came 
forward  and  represented  the  large  family  of  neph- 
ews and  nieces  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  recall- 
ing some  reminiscences  of  her  childhood,  while  at  the 
home  of  her  uncle  Isaac  and  aunt  Lydia.  Miss  Anna 
Caldwell,  next  on  the  programme,  came  forward 
with  an  excellent  production,  and  in  her  usual  pleas- 
ing manner  delivered  an  address  in  behalf  of  the 
community.  These  addresses  were  all  memorized 
and  delivered  without  the  aid  of  manuscripts.  This 
was  followed  by  a  violin  solo,  by  Miss  Lucy  Smith, 
piano  accompaniment  by  H.  C.  Smith.  J.  A.  Lutz 
read  a  very  interesting  paper  in  behalf  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Circleville,  which  was  well  received.  He 
heartily  welcomed  the  new-comers  to  share  their 
comforts,  pleasures  and  their  pews  in  the  different 
churches,  as  nothing  gives  them    more    comfort  and 


pleasure  than  to  sit  under  the  droppings  of  the  sanct- 
uary. A  piano  duet  by  B.  F.  Dreisbach  and  Fan- 
nie Smith,  was  followed  by  congratulatory  letters 
from  a  few.  A  letter  from  Jacob  E  Dreisbach,  of 
Carthage,  Mo.,  was  read  by  M.  E.  Dreisbach,  of 
Circleville  ;  Dr.  Nauman  read  a  letter  from  Presi- 
dent A.  A.  Smith,  of  Naperville,  Illinois,  under 
whom  each  of  the  seven  children  in  turn  received 
instruction  in  college  ;  Miss  Lydia  A.  George,  of 
Circleville,  prepared  a  paper  representing  the  nieces 
of  the  bride.  Not  being  present  m  time  herself,  it 
was  read  by  B.  F.  Dreisbach. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  I.  E.  Dreisbach  has 
had  throat  trouble,  almost  losing  his  voice,  his  in- 
teresting response  was  read  by  his  son.  Rev.  Charles 
Dreisbach,  of  Frankfort,  South  Dakota. 

Many  more  letters  of  interest  were  on  hand 
that  were  worthy  of  reading,  but  thinking  the  pro- 
gramme long  enough,  the  exercises  were  changed 
into  another  channel,  in  which  all  participated.  The 
large  dining  room  and  adjoining  room,  were  filled 
with  tables  and  brilliantly  lighted,  to  which  the 
guests  were  invited  and  served  in  a  comfortable 
and  easy  manner  to  the  good  things.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dreisbach  received  many  compliments  on  the  way 
they  managed  so  nicely  their  large  number  of  guests. 


and  very  few  knew  or  thought  of  the  rain  till  time 
to  depart.  Ail  were  merry  and  sociable.  A  tinge  of 
sadness  pervaded  the  members  of  the  family,  to 
know  and  think  of  the  missing  one  in  Africa,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  Mrs.  Emma  D.  Woodside, 
and  yet  her  heart  was  there  as  well  as  a  life  size 
crayon  portrait,  which  hung  on  the  wall,  a  golden 
wedding  present  by  Prof,  and  Mrs.  H.  C .  Smith,  a 
perfect  picture.  Many  other  costly  and  beautiful 
oresents  were  left  as  tokens  of  love  and  remem- 
brance of  this  rare  and  enjoyable  event.  The  wish 
of  one  and  all  was  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  E.  Dreis- 
bach  might  live  to  celebrate  many  more  anniversa- 
ries of  their  marriage. 

Those  from  abroad  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
H.  Dreisbach,  of  Frankfort,  South  Dakota  ;  Mrs. 
L.  M.  Earnest,  Garnett,  Kansas  ;  Prof,  and  Mrs. 
H.  C.  Smith  and  daughters,  Fannie  and  Lucy,  and 
master  Charles,  of  Naperville,  III.;  Mrs.  Sophia 
(Dreisbach)  Loose,  of  Monroe,  Mich.,  sister  of  the 
groom  ;  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Rufus  Hosier,  Mrs.  David 
Jones  and  daughter  Ella,  of  Hallsville  ;  Mrs.  Lizzie 
Crouse,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Wright,  Mrs.  Kate  Robinson 
and    Mrs.   Jon't   Sherman,  of    Kingston  ;    Mr.    and 
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Mrs.  Jacob  Leist,  Yellow  Bud,  and  Rev.  A.  Swartz, 
of  Westerville. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  F.  Dreisbach  entertained  a 
company  of  young  folks  in  the  evening,  in  honor  of 
their  nieces  and  nephews,  from  abroad.  Good  music 
and  a  happy  time  socially  was  enjoyed,  and  they  did 
not  dance  or  play  cards  either. 

The  display  of  African  curiosities  which  had 
just  been  received  from  Mrs.  T.  W.  Woodside,  of 
Bailundu,  West  Central  Africa,  was  a  feature  of 
special  interest  at  the  Golden  Wedding,  also  the  ob- 
taining of  the  signatures  of  the  entire  company  in 
an  autograph  album, 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  Dreisbach's  oldest 
daughter,  of  Naperville,  111.,  on  behalf  of  the  children, 
said  : 

Dear  Father  and  Mother  : — Your  oldest  child  has  the 
honor  of  bringing  to  you  on  this  golden  anniversary,  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  seven  children  that  you  have  reared  with 
thoughtful,  loving  care. 

We  have  come  from  Kansas,  Dakota,  Illinois  and  Africa, 
to  join  our  t\yo  brothers  and  one  sister,  who  have  never  ven- 
tured far  away  from  the  home  nest,  in  bringing  to  you  hearts 
and  memories  richly  freighted  with  joy  and  gratitude,  honor 
and  reverence. 

Our  youngest  sister,  whom  we  are  wont  to  think  of  as  in 
her  far  away  home  on  the  hills  of  Bailundu  in  West  Central 
Africa,  is  here  too,  not  only  in  that  frame  upon  the  wall,  but 
her  face  and  form   and   lovely  character,   and   her  home  and 
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college  life  are  enshrined  in  our  hearts  and  memories  ;  which, 
together  with  our  knowledge  of  her  present  important  work, 
and  her  joy  and  satisfaction  in  it,  yields  more  joy  and  honor 
and  influence  to  this  occasion  than  if  she  were  here  in  bodily 
presence,  and  we  had  never  had  the  honor  and  privilege  of 
calliim  \\vy  i)ur  niissidiuiry  sisttT  in  West  Central  Africa. 

We  will  iKit  allow  her  l.odily  absence  to  cast  a  sliadow 
over  this  uccasioii,  but  let  it  yield  an  added  halo  of  light  an<l 
joy,  and  bf  thankful  that  (iod  so  lionoriMl  lier  and  us  as  a  fam- 
ily as  to  call  her  to  the  work  of  assisting  in  the  evangelizing  of 
Africa. 

We  know  that  her  thought  and  her  desire  is  our  desire; 
that  you  shall  be  assured  on  this  occasion  of  the  honor  and  es- 
teem in  which  you  are  held  by  your  children. 

We  congratulate  you  that  in  the  Providence  of  (n>d  you 
have  arrived  safely  at  this  important  mile  stone  on  your  life 
journey  and  that  you  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  such  a  good  de- 
gree of  mental  and  bodily  vigor,  and  that  you  have  a  compe- 
tence sufficient  to  secure  all  needed  comfort,  and  which  will 
also  make  it  possible  for  you  to  continue  to  aid  the  various 
good  causes  which  it  has  always  been  your  pleasure  to  do. 

After  these  fifty  years  of  ceaseless  care' and  faithfulness  to 
your  children  it  is  profitable  and  interesting  to  look  backward 
from  this  point  of  obseivation  and  indulge  in  reminiscences 
and  expressions  of  our  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  all  you 
have  been  to  us.  We  see  at  the  other  end  of  this  long  vista 
of  years  a  young  man  dressed  in  his  best  suit  mounted  on 
horseback,  holding  another  horse  by  his  side,  bridled  and  sad- 
dled : — for  it  was  before  the  days  of  railroad  travel,  coaches 
and  buggies.  He  leaves  his  fatlier's  home  for  a  destination  six 
miles  north  of  Circleville,  the  home  of  a  ct'itain  modest  >dutli- 
ful  maiden,  to  attend  to  ciTtaiu  iuii)tial  ceremonies  of  (M|ual 
interest  to  ])oth  ;  it  being  the  days,  too,  when  bri.lal  tours  were 
unthought  and  unheard  of;   he  returned  next  day  to  his   fath- 


er's  home  with  his  bride  on  horseback,  where  they  were  gra- 
ciously welcomed  and  entertained  for  some  weeks,  after  which 
they  entered  upon  the  new  and  delightful  experience  of  house- 
keeping about  three  miles  north-east  of  here.  This  groom 
and  bride  we  seven  children  are  proud  and  happy  to  call  our 
own  dear  father  and  mother,  upon  whose  lieads  we  would 
place  a  crown  of  golden  benediction. 

Mother,  you  often  regretted  for  the  sake  of  your  children, 
and  the  cause  of  humanity  in  general,  that  you  were  denied 
the  i)rivilege  and  blessings  of  an  early  education.  We  want 
to  tell  you  to-day  what  we  have  often  thought  and  spoken  to 
each  other  of  as  being  the  richest  legacy  you  could  have 
given  us — that  of  cheerfulness,  gentleness  and  sympathy  with 
your  children,  your  quiet,  unobtinsive  ways,  your  flue  taste 
and  feelings,  your  tact,  rare  coiinnon  sense  and  <i()o(l  judg- 
ment, and  your  consistent  Christian  t'xaini)le. 

We  congratulate  you  that  your  united  eftbrts,  with  pru- 
dence, economy,  industry  and  a  high  estimate  of  the  value  of 
an  education,  made  it  possible  for  each  of  your  seven  children 
to  receive  a  liberal  education,  for  which  we  sincerely  thank 
you,  as  also  for  your  added  installments  of  financial  aid  which 
have  enal)led  us  to  carry  out  our  cherished  desires  and  plans 
of  securing  better  advantage's  for  our  children  and  ourselves. 

We  are  glad  to  l)e  able  to  say  that  the  most  important 
jiartof  our  education  was  received  in  the  healthy,  happy,  Clirist- 
ian  home  which  you  made  for  us;  where  tlie  blessed  Bil)le 
was  honored,  studied,  believed  and  obeyed,  and  where  family 
prayer  was  daily  offered. 

Our  observations  and  conclusions  on  your  daily  life  have 
been  most  powerful  influences  in  forming  our  characters.  Your 
words  of  counsel  were  always  received  without  doubt  or  hesi- 
tancy because  we  had  seen  their  wisdom  reflected  in  your  own 

AVe  thank  you  that  you  always  aj)pealed  to  what  was  l)est 
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in  us,  our  higher  nature,  when  iKhninistering  warning,  re- 
proof or  discipline  ;  that  you  were  so  sparing  of  the  rod  at  the 
risk  of  spoihng  the  cliihl. 

You  have  won  our  \n\v,  duv  hinKir,  onr  gratitude,  by  your 
love,  your  kindness,  youi'  tlmuulitful  consideratiim,  your  lirni- 
ness,  your  reasonalilciicss,  your  sympathy  and  encouragement 
of  every  nol)lc  ilcsiic  and  asi)iration  in  us. 

We  are  glad  that  <iur  lioiiic  v.as  a  country  home  ;  that  we 
grew  up  amid  the  quiet  and  reiining  influence's  of  nature,  in. 
stead  of  the  social  excitement  of  city  Hfe,  and  tlic  brain  cram- 
ming process  of  city  schools. 

It  was  in  this  country  home  that  we  made  our  investment 
of  physical  capital  for  years  to  come.  It  was  there  we  Vwed  a 
quiet,  joyous  life,  such  as  the  kittens,  lambs  and  squirrels 
lived,  and  which  was  just  so  much  investment  of  strength 
and  steady,  healthy  growth  of  the  nervous  system,  which  has 
better  enabled  us  to  meet  the  labors,  trials,  vexations  and 
ailments  of  life. 

O,  the  voices  and  changing  scenes  of  nature  !  How  their 
memory  clings  to  us  and  links  the  past  to  the  present,  whose 
charm  and  powder  over  us  can  never  be  broken  ! 

We  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  you  liave  not  only  reflected 
the  power  and  l)i'auty  of  a  Christian  life  in  your  relations  to 
the  family,  the  church  and  community,  but  in  your  relation  to 
the  political  world.  Some  of  us  older  children  have  vivid  rec- 
ollections of  your  courage  and  faith  and  expressed  convictions 
in  the  triumph  of  right  principles  during  the  anti-slavery  agi- 
tation, and  to-day  we  find  you  with  the  same  clear  vision  con- 
cerning the  greatest  ]iolitical  question  l)efore  the  American  j)eo- 
ple,  standing  on  the  solid  plank  of  state  and  national  consti- 
tutional prohibition  ol'  thi-  li(|Uor  traflic. 

We  congratulate  you  and  ourselves  that  no  alcoholic  or 
narcotic  blood  lias  l)een   transmitted   to   us;  that    no   cloud  of 
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suspicion  has  ever  darkened  your  life  ;  but  that  it  is  open  as 
day-Hght  to  inspection  and  the  closest  scrutiny. 

We  congratulate  you  that  the  reaper  death  has  not  come 
among  us  with  his  sickle,  but  that  your  children  are  all  living, 
married  and  established  in  homes  of  their  own  !  that  all  are 
happily  married  ;  that  the  brothers-in-law  and  sisters-in-law 
are  warmly  welcomed  into  the  family  fold,  and  have  proved 
themselves  worthy  of  our  highest  esteem,  whom  we  are  proud 
to  own  as  brothers  and  sisters,  and  that  those  homes  are  bless- 
ed with  the  presence  and  delightful  companionship  of  child- 
ren. That  such  love  and  harmony  and  good  will  exists  among 
us  ;  that  one  silver  wedding  has  been  celebrated  among  us. 

Let  it  comfort  and  cheer  you  to  know  that  these  seven 
homes,  which  you  have  oiiiiinattMl,  and  whose  currents  of  in- 
fluence were  first  set  in  iiintidii  ))y  yourselves,  are  being  mod- 
eled in  all  essentia]  elements  after  tlie  pattern  home  you  have 
given  us. 

Our  prayer  and  desire  is  that  you  may  be  spared  to  us  many 
years  to  bless  us  with  your  presence,  counsel  and  christian  in- 
fluence. 

The  following  letter  of  congratulations  on  behalf 
of  brothers  and  sisters  was  received  from  Rev.  J. 
E.  Dreisbach  and  wife,  Carthage,  Mo.,  and  lead  by 
M.  E.  Dreisbach,  of  Circleville  : 

Cartuage,  Jaspkr  Co.  Mo.,  Jan.  26th,  1891. 
Mr.  I.  E.  AND  Lydia  Dreisbach  : 
Esteemed  Brother  and  Sister-ix-Law  : — Your  invitation 
to  attend  the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  your 
marriage  was  duly  received.  We  regret  exceedingly  that  we 
are  unable  to  be  present,  for  we  would  like  dearly  to  meet  you 
once  more. 

Bv  this  invitation  the  rememl)rances  of  olden  times  have 
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been  wonderfully  quickened.  Our  mind  was  carried  back  to 
fifty  years  ago,  when  but  a  few  miles  north  of  Circle ville, 
Ohio,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  mother,  your  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed.  This  union  was  blessed  with  three 
sons  and  four  daughters.  Children  much  attached,  obedient 
and  dutiful,  also  early  in  life  adhering  to  the  call  and  wooings 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  were  brought  within  the  pale  of  the 
church  of  your  choice  ;  thus  parents  and  children  unitedly 
striving  to  walk  in  the  way  of  life,  righteousness  and  true 
holiness  of  heart. 

The  Lord  has  wonderfully  blessed  you,  both  in  spiritual 
and  temporal  things,  letting  come  to  you  such  ample  means  by 
which  you  were  enabled  to  give  all  your  children  a  collegiate 
education  and  a  good  financial  start  in  life  and  who  are  all  yet 
living,  married  and  residents  of  different  States  of  our  union, 
except  one,  Emma,  your  youngest  daughter,  who  with  her 
husband,  Eev.  Woodside,  in  ()l>odience  to  a  diviiu'  call,  lias 
gone  to  the  far  off  heathen  land  of  Africa  to  laboi-  there  in 
the  missionary  field. 

For  more  than  fifty  years  past  you  have  resided  within  a 
few  miles  of  your  present  home  and  during  that  time  liave  oi-- 
cupied  a  prominent  and  responsible  position  in  the  church. 
Your  labors  in  this,  as  well  as  that  of  the  moral  training 
and  intellectual  advancement  of  your  children  have  been  un- 
tiring. See<l  thus  sown  will  continue  to  bear  fruit  long  after 
your  ardent  labors  of  love  in  this  life  shall  have  ended. 

In  view  of  the  past  and  present,  permit  us,  for  ourselves 
and  on  behalf  of  friends  residing  in  your  midst,  to  congratulate 
you  on  this  memorable  occasion,  your  golden  wedding. 

Few  are  thus  permitted  to  walk  hand  in  hand  along  life's 
pathway  for  half  acenturv;  may  :;  kind  riovidence  continue 
to  shed  the  sunlight  of  his  blessings,  both  s].iritual  and  tem- 
l)oral  on  your  i)atluvav   in   life   for  many  years   to   come,   and 


when  your  life  work  is  done,  may  you  be  admitted  to  a  higher 
sphere  of  action  in  the  eternal  world  beyond. 
Sincerely  yours, 

J.  E.  AND  Catharine  Dreisbacii. 
Congratulations   on  behalf    of  the   nephews   and 
nieces  of  the  groom  were  expressed  as  follows  : 

Dear  Uncle  and  Aunt: — On  this  festive, occasion,  the 
celebration  of  your  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary,  forty-seven 
nieces  and  nephews  on  the  Dreisbach  side  extend  to  you  their 
hearty  congratulations. 

While  you  are  especially  honored  and  blessed  by  heaven 
in  the  rare  privilege  of  celebrating  your  golden  wedding,  you 
have  additional  honor  in  an  unusually  large  number  who  call 
you  aunt  and  uncle.  Shovild  we  increase  this  number  by  ad- 
ding the  life  companions  of  your  nieces  and  nephews,  forty- 
live  in  all,  and  further  increase  the  number  by  adding  the 
grand  nieces  and  nephews,  numbering  one  hundred  and  forty- 
seven,  and  the  great-grand  nieces  and  nephews,  numbering 
twelve,  we  would  come  with  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  voices, 
wishing  you  joy  and  happiness  on  this  festive  day. 

The  scene  of  many  of  our  happy  childhood  hours  has 
been  in  and  about  your  farm  home.  With  what  eagerness  did 
we  look  forward  to  a  visit  to  your  home  ;  and  as  we  neared  the 
farm,  how  I'losely  we  watched  for  the  first  glimpse  of  the 
house  nestled  among  the  trees  !  As  we  drove  in  the  large  court- 
like space  to  the  yard  surrounding  the  house,  we  were  met  by 
the  cousins,  and  then  bj"^  the  pleasant  faces  of  Uncle  Isaac 
and  Aunt  Lydia. 

Then  in  company  with  cousin  P^mma  and  others,  came  the 
ramble  along  the  creek,  which  rippling  over  its  pebbly  bed, 
suggested  endless  sports,  by  way  of  wading  and  making  of  clay 
marbles,  which  were  laid  to  dry  on  the  ledges  of  slate  along 
its  brink.     Then  there  was  the  fruitless  search  for  its  source, 
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nnd  tlie  trndcinn;  of  our  weary  way  back,  soon  to  be  refreshed 
by  a  (b'ink  of  cool  water,  or  milk,  or  a  sly  taste  of  cream  from 
tlie  spring-house  that  stands  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  as  we  pass 
from  the  creek  to  the  house.  Here  we  find  a  luxurious  dinner 
awaiting  us.  After  paying  our  compliments  to  the  feast,  we 
adjourn  to  the  parlor  where  cousin  Frank  would  entertain  the 
cousins  and  the  uncles  and  the  aunts  with  lively  quick  step 
waltzes,  schottiches  and  the  songs  about  Poor  Moses  and 
Schnapps,  Avhich  were  sung  by  request.  Soon  the  parlor  is  too 
confining  to  the  young  cou^^in^,  who  then  seek  the  freedom  of 
of  tlic  orchards  <.r  large  ])orchcs  of  the  house,  or  climb  to  the 
s(juan',  level  gravel  roof,  which  ail'oi'ds  a  grand  view  of  the 
farm  with  its  surrounding  woods  and  fields. 

On  our  way  down  from  this  lofty  view,  we  stop  to  investigate 
the  many  things  in  boxes  and  barrels  on  the  large  upper 
porch,  where  were  stored  the  dried  apjales,  peaches  and 
cherries  and  maple  sugar.  Here  by  the  politeness  of  cousin 
Eeuben,  we  were  ])erniitted  to  taste  the  goodies.  Perhaps  this 
is  an  ausjiicious  time  to  confess  our  ])ilfering,  and  forourselves 
and  other  like  sinners,  ask  your  kind  forgiveness  for  all  the  as- 
sumed privileges  of  your  home. 

The  older  cousins,  no  doubt,  have  pleasant  memories  of 
visits  to  your  home,  of  the  nights  they  were  permitted,  after 
school,  to  go  home  with  your  bo5-s  and  girls.  They  remember 
tlu' long  winter  evenings  spent  in  merry  games  around  your 
fireside,  the  Sunday  afternoons  in  autumn  spent  about  the 
carriage  house  eating  sugar-cane,  nuts  and  apj)les.  They  re- 
member the  many  sports  of  house,  farm  and  fields. 

Now,  since  reminiscence  has  caused  us  to  dwell  "  with 
memory  sweet  and  keen,"  and  "old  iiapiJi'iiings  are  handled 
o'er  in  stories  somewhat  true."  nnd  wt'  have  enjoyed  so  much 
at  your  hands,  and  since  we  expect   to  still   further  test  your 


hospitality,  we  will  see  what  this  goodlj'  number  of  nieees 
and  nephews,  with  their  wives  and  husbands,  can  do  for  you. 
"NVe  have  amon<;  our  number,  over  twenty  farmers — kino;s 
of  the  land,  ministers  of  tiie  gospel,  merchants,  carpenters 
and  bankers.  We  luive  a  State  Senator,  a  deputy  sheriff,  an 
express  agent,  a  raih-oad  station  agent,  a  professor  in  a  State 
institution  for  muti's,  a  linguist,  an  optician,  a  physician,  a 
hotel  manager,  a  lixH-ryiiian  an  1  a  superintendent  of  a  lead 
mine. 

If  you  are  ill,  one  of  our  number  can  give  you  a  jiill.  If  you 
need  the  recuperating  benefits  of  the  farm,  many  farm  homes 
are  open  to  you.  SJKddd  you  need  to  have  your  failing  sight 
restored,  we  have  an  ()i)tician  who  can  adjust  glasses  for  you. 
We  can  sujijily  you  with  all  kinds  of  merchandise  ;  we  can 
build  for  you,  invest  your  money  and  give  you  good  interest. 
We  can  legislate  and  enforce  the  laws.  We  can  entertain  you 
at  a  fine  hotel,  and  convey  you  to  a  large  lead  mine  in  a  coach 
and  six.  With  all  our  varied  resources  to  entertain  and  assist 
yon,  it  shall  be  our  delight  to  show  our  esteem  and  love  for 
you. 

May  you, after  so  many  years  of  toil  and  usefulness  and  kind- 
ness to  others,  have  many  golden  days  of  rest  and  peace,  made 
glorious  by  memory's  gentle  rays  and  "  hope's  unclouded 
view."  Mrs.  Dr.  Naimax, 

Fannie  Eyer  Smith,  of  Naperville,  111.,  spoke  for 
the  grandchildren  : 

Dear  Granoi'a  and  (Jrand.ma: — Twenty-four  urandcliild- 
reu,  including  the  latest  additions,  congratulate  you  on  this 
hapi)y  occasion.  One  of  these  late  additions,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
is  i)resent  in  person.  Africa  claims  the  other,  and  would  not 
let  her  come.  Only  seven  of  our  number  are  absent.  Three 
of  these  are  the  dear  cousins  in  Africa,  who  are  sei)arateil  from 
us  by  lialf  a  continent  an.l  a  rolling  ocean,     llut  souls  that  are 
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akin  may,  in  thouglit,  bridjiv  tlie  ."ulf  of  distance, 
we  are  thinking  of  them,  we  l.clicve  the  little  uiis^ 
liave  some  thon.yhts  of  ns. 

It  is  not  often  the  jirivilege  of  mortals  to  p;: 
two  uolden  Idve  feasts.  Nearly  eight  years  a.Lio  ir 
eastern  cdrner  of  Illinois,  some  of  ns  helped  to 
golden  wedding  in  the  Smith  hrancli  of  our  lion 
just  as  hai.py  to  he  ahle  to  eelehratc  your  golde 
There  is  a  hit  of  jirctty  sentiment  in  these 
which  seiMu  ajitly  to  describe  your  happy  union  : 

"  So  we  grew  together, 

Like  to  a  double  cherry, 
Seeming  i)arted. 

But  yet  a  union  in  jiartition." 
Tlie  orl)its  of  your  lives  are  not  meanly  circumscribed,  for 
they  have  not  been  selfishly  lived.  Y.,u  have  hksscd  two  gen- 
erations with  a  beautiful  exanijile  of  daily  living.  .Memories 
of  long,  delightful  summer  visits  at  t!u'  oM  homestead  are 
treasured  possessions  of  our  hearts,  and  your  kindness  to  us 
and  sym]iathy  with  our  young  hopes  and  aspirations  will  long 
he  a  golden  link  between  us.  The  hcst  thing  your  grandchild- 
ren can  give  you  is  the  love  of  their  hearts,  and  this  they  give 
without  nu-asure.  We  would  like  to  see  you  live  to  celebrate 
your  diamond  wedding,  hut  whelhcr  the'  thread  of  your  life 
be  soon  cut  otr  (iV  lengthened,  you  have  this  \Av^^rd  promise; 
"  As  thy  days,  so  shall  thy  strength  he." 

FaXXIIC    KvEK   S.MITIl. 

The  following  biief  sketch  of  the  family  of  the 
bride  whose  Fiftieth  Wedding  anniversai-y  this  little 
volume  commemorates  was  prepared  by  Lydia 
George  and  read  by  B.  F.  Dreisbach  : 

Lydia  Dreisbach   (ncellittle)   was  b(.ru   forty    nules   from 
Thiladelphia,  near  ( )bermilfort  in    heliigli   county,  i'cnu..  Nov. 


10,  1S21.  She  emigrated  with  lu-r  family,  consisting  of  fatlier, 
motlier,  five  sisters  and  one  l)i-(>tlK'i'  to  this  State  (about  IS'.IO, 
slie  being  about  nine  years  of  auci  in  covered  wagons,  amid 
the  scenes  and  incidents  coniinon  in  earlier  years.  They  left 
tlu'ir  comfortable  home  for  what  to  them  was  the  far  AVest. 
Just  what  was  their  destination,  was  not  known  to  them,  but 
they  hoped  to  reach  Dayton,  O.,  wdiere  w^ere  friends  of  the 
family,  and  tliere  to  decide  just  where  they  would  establish 
their  Jioiiie.  Instead  of  recjuiring  two  days  to  make  the  jour- 
ney, as  at  the  present  time,  it  took  tlu'iii  four  weeks,  during 
which  time  they  encountered  all  tlie  difficulties  peculiar  to 
sui'h  modes  of  traveling.  On  their  journey  they  arrived,  about 
seven  miles  north  of  Circleville,  among  some  members  of  the 
Evangelical  denomination,  to  which  the  parents  belonged. 
1  lere  they  intended  to  remain  a  short  time  to  rest,  but  these 
kind  friends,  whose  hospitality  they  shared,  persuaded  them 
to  settle  here  instead  of  going  on  to  Dayton.  Her  father 
bought  a  farm  about  three  and  a  half  miles  north-east  of  Cir- 
ck'ville,  and  now  owned  by  Mr.  Adam  Wegerly.  She  remained 
at  her  home  on  this  farm  until  the  time  of  her  marriage,  which 
took  i.lace  Feb.  9,  1841,  the  Rev.  hew  is  Kinsel,  pastor'  of  the 
I'Aangelical  Church,  officiating.  Of  tliis  family  there  are  now 
livim;'  Mrs.  Lewis  Tobias,  of  Atkinson,  Neb.;  Mrs.  Simon 
of  Williamsport,  Penn.;  Mrs.  Eliza  George,  of  Circle- 
Mrs.  Elias  Rae,  of  El  Paso,  111.;  Mr.  Wm.  Hittle. 
,  and  Mrs.  Alvina  Caldwell  (half  sister),  of 
;  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Reigel  and  Mrs.  J.  Tol)ias, 
is  is  the  only  one  of  tlie  family  who,   as  yet, 
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anniversary,  may  they  still  live  to  (•eU'l)rate  many  anniversa- 
ries of  their  wedding- (lay. 

"  The  <>()l(len  chinu's  of  fifty  years  ! 
Few  hear  the  ^'•(jhlen  ehimes,  and  yet 
Some  wear  Time's  silver  coronet, 
Before  the  brighter  crown  appears, 
Serenely  then  life's  antumn  light 
Falls  on  the  aznre  verge  of  night." 

Anna  M.  Caldwell,  of  Circleville,  congratulated 
the  aged  bride  and  groom  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
munity.    She  said  : 

Mk.  AMJ   Mus.   DUKISHACII  : 

Dear  Friends: — In  behalf  of  the  community  in  which 
you  so  long  lived  I  have  the  honor  on  this  memorabU'  occasion, 
your  (loldcu  Wedding,  of  otl'eriug  my  sincere  congratulations. 
We  come  not  only  with  hearts  tilled  with  love,  symi)atliy  and 
esteem,  l)ut  also  with  pride  comfort  and  pleasure  in  the  thouglit 
that  you  have  reached  tiiat  golden  ))erio<l— tiie  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  your  married  life. 

We  love  to  dwell  on  the  ti'uder  recollections,  the  kindred 
ties,  the  early  affections  and  the  touching  narratives  and  thrill- 
ing incidents  which  mingle  with  what  we  know  of  the  family 
abode.  The  family  tie  in  all  ages  of  the  world  has  been  held 
in  sacred  remembrance.  Through  the  Patriarchal  ages  it  was 
customary  for  families  to  meet  and  celebrate  the  anniversaries 
of  great  events,  so  the  custom  has  come  down  through  all  the 
Christian  centuries. 

We  have  met  to-day  to  give  thanks,  to  exchange  gnn'tings 
and  to  extend  our  heart-felt  congratulations.  For  the  time 
being  we  lay  aside  our  cares,  renew  our  frieii.lships    and   com- 


mingle  our  rejoicings.     There   are  few  indeed  who  are  per- 
mitted to  look  back  one-half  century  on  their  wedded  life. 


"Fifty years  toircthor,  In 

isliand  and  wife  ; 

Fifty  years  togc'tluT  in  tli 

ei'iith  of  life; 

Fifty  years  togctlirr  stem 

iiiinL;-  the  tide  ; 

Fifty  years  togctlicr,  liaj)] 

-y  groom  and  hride. 

Fifty  years  together,  eacli 

1  laitliful  aiKl  true; 

Fifty  years  together  hei-e 

your  vows  renew; 

Fifty  years  together  ;  mu, 

y  the  rest  (jf  the  wa 

Ever  prove  to  you  a  bright  Golden  day.' 

My  recollection  of  both  of  you  extends  back  to  my  early 
childhood  when  with  your  older  children  I  ran  and  played 
along  the  banks  of  the  creek,  drank  at  the  beautiful  spring 
and  wandered  through  orchard,  wood  and  lane,  or  returning 
from  country  school  gathered  wild  flowers,  yellow,  red  and 
white  which  grew  in  the  groves  and  meadows  on  the  way. 

As  neighbors  we  recall  with  pleasure  the  many  happy 
hours  spent  in  your  country  home.  We  shall  never  forget 
your  warm  welcome,  your  smiling  faces  and  the  friendly  hand- 
grasp  with  which  we  were  received.  As  your  neighljors  we 
congratulate  you  that  your  labors  for  the  moral  and  social  ad- 
vancement of  the  community  have  not  been  in  vain,  for  we 
believe  that  your  influence  for  good,  like  bread  cast  upon  the 
waters,  has  Ixh'u  gathered  after  many  days.  It  will  continue 
to  bring  fruit  long  after  your  labors  here  are  ended. 

We  congratulate  you  that  the  many  years  given  to  the 
Church,  the  Sabbath-school  and  all  such  enterprises  as  prom- 
ise for  the  good  of  the  community  have  been  a  lasting  bene- 
diction and  enriched  many  lives.  By  your  example,  industry 
and  instruction,  others  have  become  honorable,  useful  and 
worthy  citizens. 

AVe  congratulate  you  tliat  your  old  liomestead  was  never 
saddened  by  a  death  in  your  family  iluiiug  all  these  lifty  years. 
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Truly  in  this  as  in  a  countless   iiuinbcr  <>)'  ntlicr  lucrcirs  tlic 
God  of  love  and  mercy  has  favorcil  ynn. 

You  havel)een  hlessed  with  dutiful  children,  all  Liiown  to 
liduuied  luanliood  and  WdUianhood — the  youngest  the  wife  <if 
a  devoted  luissiunai'v,  who  for  two  years  has  been  lalxirinii  in 
the  wilds  of  the  dark  continent.  Tlieir  desires  to  live  pure  and 
noble  lives  is  larucly  attiihutahle  to  the  Christian  training  of 
religious  parents.  Von  are  Messed  with  loving  grandchildren 
and  surrounded  with  kind  ami  interested  friends. 

AVe  congratulate  you  that  your  days  of  toil  and  care  on 
the  farm  have  ended  ;  that  a  kind  father  has  no  prosj)ered  you 
in  temporal  aflfairs,  given  you  sufficient  help  to  enable  you  to 
continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  His  richest  blessings. 

May  many  years  of  active  life  and  usefulness  be  ,<:iven  you. 
May  the  evening  of  j'our  lives  be  golden  as  the  si'ttin^  sun. 

"  Fifty  years  you've  labored;  labored  hand  in  hand  ; 

Fiftv  vears  for  Jesus,  the  captain  of  vonr  hand  ; 

Fiftv  vears  together  vou  wait  the  Master's  call, 

To  be'forever'with  hlin,  your  Lord,  your  all  in  all." 

Anna  M.  ( '  ai.dwkli.. 

John  A.  Liitz,  Esq.,  extended  congratulations  on 
behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Circleville  in  the  following 
words  : 

ViCNKitABi.K  I'aik:  ( 'ou-rat uhit ions  and  kind  wislu's  aiv 
not  only  in  order,  luit  pecnliarly  appropriate  on   this  occasion. 

As  a  friend,  and  a  eiti/.en  of  Circleville,  of  which  you  have 
recently  become  residents,  I  have  come  on  behalf  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Circleville  to  perform  the  delicate  task  of  jiresentina 
to  you  in  l)efitting  words,  their   sincere  conmratnlatioiis.     You 
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E.  Divisbacli  is  as  familiar  as  a  lionsolu.],!  word  to  the  Imsiiioss 
men  (>(  our  city,  ami  you  liave  bt'eii  for  more  tlian  a(iuarter  of 
a  century  ranked  amon.ti'  the  suecessltd  and  trustwortliy  farm- 
ers of  this  county. 

T  am  nnaciiuainted  with  the  history  of  your  youth,  nor 
am  I  familiar  with  the  story  of  your  courtship  and  youthful 
loves.  Sutlice  it  to  say,  that  somewhere  and  at  sometime  you 
met  each  other  ;  that  a  mutual  affection  sprang  up  between 
you,  and  being  convinced  that  neither  could  solve  the  wonder- 
ful problem  of  life  alone,  you  wisely  chose  to  link  your  desti- 
nies together  for  weal  or  woe.  You  were  married  fifty  years 
auo  to-day,  and  this  is  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  that  event, 
your  golden  wedding.  And  we  trust  these  hours  will  be 
u-olden  hours  in  the  precious  memories  they  bring  to  you. 
With  loving  hearts  and  a  unwavering  trust  in  a  kind  Provi- 
<k'nce,  you  set  out  together  on  life's  pilgrimage,  and,  lovingly, 
luind  in  hand,  you  journeyed  on  and  on,  year  after  year, 
through  sunshine  and  shade,  sharing  each  other's  joys  and  sor- 
rows, bt'aring  each  other's  burdens,  at  times  chastened  by 
alHiction  and  a  "  frowning  Providence,"  then  again  cheered  by 
the  smiling  face  and  the  rich  blessings  and  mercies  of  your 
Heavenly  Father. 

Your  mutual  alfection  lias  stood  the  lest  for  live  decades 
in  the   crucible  of  experience,  and   like 

brighter  and  purer,  and  with  less  of  tlu'  dross  of  earth;  and 
we  now  have  tlie  pleasure  of  greeting 
hap])y  iiair,  who  have  been  faithful,  lov 
other  amid  the  vicissitudes  of  life  for  a  full  half  century. 

A  happy  old  age  is  a  beautiful  crown,  and  it  is. only  found 
in  the  way  of  truth  and  righteousness.  You  are  a  noble 
testimony  that  marriage  is  not  a  failure,  and  true  wed- 
ded love  is  not  an  idle  dream,  but  a  joyous  and  enduring 
entity,  commensurate  with  life  itself.     It  is  with  great  pleasure 


rold,  1 

has    come 

dross 

of  earth; 

Ml,   a 

venerable 

ig  am 

I  true  to 

S4  Golden   Weading. 

that  I  congratulate  you  on  your  fidelity  and  true  love  to  and 
for  each  other  for  a  full  half  century. 

Allegiance  to  the  Creator,  and  loyalty  and  love  to  his  best 
creation,  lovely  woman,  are  cardinal  virtues  in  my  opinion, 
and  I  pity  tlie  man  wlio  is  so  wrajiptMl  uji  in  st'lfishness,  or  sode- 
void  of  natural  ali'cctidn  and  niauly  instinct  tliat  into  the  Eden 
of  his  lu'art  lovfly  woman  has  nt'vci-  Ix'cn  iirrniitted  to  enter. 

Yourhappy  union  has  not  been  without  its  fruits.  At  in- 
tervals amid  your  toils,  children  were  given  to  you  by  a  kind 
Providence,  as  pledges  of  your  mutual  affection,  and  to  awaken 
and  call  into  active  exercise  parental  affections  and  emotions, 
the  germs  of  which  lay  slumbering  deej)  down  in  your  hearts, 
and  thereby  to  strengthen  your  bond  of  union  and  give  new 
stimulus  to  your  ial)ors.  Three  sons  and  four  daughters  were 
born  unto  you  and  these  you  nurtured  and  reared  under  the 
healthful  and  hallowed  influences  of  a  christian  home  ;  taught 
them  habits  of  industry  and  economy ;  gave  them  a  fair  edu- 
cation, and  instilled  in  their  youthful  minds  and  hearts  correct 
principles  of  morality  and  religion.  Well  equipped,  they,  one 
after  the  other,  have  gone  out  from  the  parental  roof  to  es- 
tablish homes  for  themselves  and  to  work  out  a  noble  destiny. 
One  daughter  has  gone  with  her  husband  as  a  missionary  to 
Africa  to  aid  him  in  his  efforts  to  spread  the  bloom  and  beauty 
of  paradise  in  that  darkened  region. 

You  have  been  comforted  in  your  declinine-  yi'ars  in  s^'eing 
your  children  endeavoring  to  lead  upright  and  useful  lives',  and 
taking  an  active  interest  in  the  various  movements,  and  enter- 
prises for  the  advancement  of  civilization  and  the  moral  uji- 
lifting  of  the  human  race.  Your  happiness  rests  in  a  meas- 
ure, upon  their  true  success  in  life,  and  your  fondest  hopes 
cluster  around  them,  and  they  seem  more  than  ever  a  part  of 
your  being,  a  sort  of  continuation  of  yourselves  in  the  next 
and  in  succeeding  generations  ;  and  in  and  throuiiii  them  you 
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M-ill  leave  to  the  world  infiuciKvs  tor  ,y I   which    the    toll  of 

your  fuiu-ral   bell  eammt  di'dwn,  iioi- cartli's  ,<ireen  sod    mutHe. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  t'stinuite  the  degree  of  pleasure 
you  enjoy  to-day  in  seeing-  your  childron  and  grandchildren 
gather  around  you,  vying  with  each  other  in  doing  you  rev- 
ei'ence  with  true  filial  devotion,  a  beautiful  exhibition  of  the 
influence  of  the  commandment,  "  Honor  thy  father  and  thy 
niotlu'i-,  etc."  Strict  obedience  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  this 
commandment  is  the  foundation  of  order,  peace  and  prosper- 
ity of  the  family  and  of  the  state.  Respect  for  law  and  au- 
tliority  and  obedience  thereto,  must  begin  in  the  home,  if  our 
children  arc  to  become  order  loving  and  law-abiding  citizens. 

We  ((uigratulate  you  that  you  have  given  to  the  world  in 
tills  degenerate  age,  seven  good,  worthy  children. 

1  can Hdt  forbear  in  this  connection  to  pay  a  tribute  of 
respect  to  tile  bride  of  this  golden  wedding.  As  we  have  al- 
ready said,  she  bore  seven  children,  nurtured  and  cared  for 
them,  watelied  iiver  and  ministered  unto  them  through  the 
preeaiious  peiidds  of  childhood  and  youth,, infused  into  their 
hearts  uiDia!  purity  and  breathed  upon  them  a  beautiful  spirit, 
and  then  sent  them  f(irt!i  t(!  do  good  unto  their  fellow  mortals, 
and  to  bless  the  world.  With  such  a  record,  she  is  indeed 
worthy  tu  be  cr.iwn. d  by  her  sisters  with  a  gol.len  eniwn,  as  a 
(pieen'in  motlierhuud,  which  is  wuiiia.n's  lii-!iest  I'arthly  glnry. 

(if  alleetidu,  tenderness  and  devutidU,  and  so  readily  awakens 
in  (lui-  minds  the  jireeinus  memories  of  (lur  childhood  and  of 
home  as  that  of  mother.  It  is  the  synonym  of  tenderness,  of 
love,  of  watchlul  care,  and  of  undying  devotion,  and  we  in- 
stinctively pronounce  the  word  in  a  tender,  soft  and  subdued 
tone.     The  old  masters  in  painting  pietni'es   of    Christ,  alwa\-s 
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'  lialoanuuid  Iut  head. 

Vol!  wi'iv  tuu.uht  as  a  part  <.f  yimr  early  Iraiiiin-  to  lie  in- 
dustrious, and  when  you  bri;an  litV'  for  yoirselvcs,  stron- 
Iiands  and  willing  nunds  wc'iv  youi-  capital.  Vou  knew  that 
years  of  toil  were  between  yuu  and  a  moderate  fortune,  l)ut 
this  did  not  deter  you  from  yieldiuL;  a  cheerful  obiMlii'uce  to 
the  call  of  duty,  and  when  you  put  youi-  liand  to  the  plow  you 
ni'Vt'r  lookeil  back.  Year  after  year  you  ate  your  bread  in  the 
sweat  of  your  brows,  and  moderate  success  was  the  reward  of 
your  fii!t:ality  and  honest  toil.  You  were  not  led  by  inordi- 
iiate  ambition  and  avarice  to  hazard  your  all  in  some  wild 
si)eculation,  hut  weiv  content  ^^ith  small  but  steady  -ains 
each  year.  You  had  inherited  industry  and  economy  from 
your  German  ancestry,  and  the  inclination  to  woi-k  and  to 
save  were  therefore  a  jiart  of  your  beinu  and  a  source  of  pleas- 
ure to  you.  Honest  toil  has  its  i)leasures  and  rewards  and 
they  lured  you  on  from  year  to  year,  till  you  haveaccumulate<l 
a  handsome  estate,  and  have  been  able  to  retire  from  business 
with  the  reflection  that  you  have  enouLih  to  keep  you  comfort- 
able the  remainder  of  your  days.  "  Auc  and  want,"  as  the 
poet  has  truthfully  said,  "  arc  an  ill  matched  pair."  l\'i-mit 
me  to  congratulate  you  on  your  linancial  success,  and  on  the 
comforting  assurance  it  alibrds  you  that  the  close  of  your 
long  and  useful  lives  will  not  be  embittereil  by  want. 

The  I'salmist  said,  "  I  was  young,  now  I  am  old,  yet  have  1 
not  seen  the  righteous  forsaken  n.u'  his  si'cmI  liegging  biva.l." 

Born  au<l  ivared  in  a  christian  home  you,  my  brother,  a 
son  of  a  devoted  minister,  from  a  child,  like  Timothy,  have 
"known  the  holy  scriptures,  whi.'h  aiv  able  to  make  you  wise 
unto  salvation  through  faith  wl:ich  is  in  Christ  Jesus."  Karly 
in  life  vou  both  gave  yourselves  to  the  blessed  master  in  an 
everlasting  covenant,  and  .-onsecrated  to  him  and  to  his  service 
vour  vouthful    allections    and    activities.     You    established    a 
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family  altar  in  your  home  on  which  daily  offerings  of  the  sweet 
incense  of  prayer  and  thanksgiving  were  made  by  you,  and 
around  which  you  often  bowed  together  in  times  of  trial  and 
athiction  aiul  ol>tained  by  fervent  prayer,  the  comfort  and  con- 
solation wliidi  our  heavenly  father  so  freely  .aivcs  to  the  sor- 
rowiic^' ones  that  come  niit<.  liim.  You  idcutilicMl  yourselves 
with  the  church  of  your  choice;  l)ecame  a<'tive  workers  in 
both  the  church  and  the  .^abhath  school  and  contributed  lib- 
erally to  further  the  variod  interests  of  the  church. 

When  your  life  work  was  about  done,  you  removed  to  our 
city  to  enjoy  needed  repose  and  to  be  more  convenient  to 
church,  and  on  behalf  of  our  citizens  I  extend  to  you  a  hearty 
welcome  to  all  of  our  sanctuaries  and  invite  you  to  mingle 
freely  with  your  fellow  christians  around  the  altar  in  worship- 
ing our  common  Lord.  I  trust  you  may  iTijoy  sv.eet  fellowship 
A\  itli  (iod's  jieople  and  receive  the  needed  helx)  and  encourage- 
ment which  comes  from  the  communion  of  saints. 

Permit  me  to  c(uigratulate  you  that  you  in  early  life  chose 
the  good  part  ;  tluit  in  all  the  succeeding  years  j'ou  have  re- 
mained faithful  and  true  to  the  blessed  Master,  who  will  now 
comfort  and  solace  you  in  your  declining  years  and  grant  you 
a  peaci'ful  end. 

Indulge  me  a  few  moments  lom:er  whilst  I  uive  a  brief 
sumnuiry  of  your  voyaue  of  life.  A  half  i^entury  ago  you 
launched  your  bark  on  tlu'  sea  of  life,  trusting  to  a  kind 
Providence  and  to  wind  and  tide  for  a  i)rosperous  voyage  to 
your  destination  on  the  farther  short-.  In  the  flush  of  youth, 
as  captain  and  mate — no  crew — you  gave  its  untried  sail  to  the 
fresh  breezes  of  spring,  and  finely  rigyed,  well  et|uipped,  richly 
freighted  with  hope,  and  with  flyinu-  pennants,  it  floated  out 
"  a  thin.i;'  of  beauty"  on  the  sea  of  Hie.  You  sailed  on  and  on, 
month  after  month,  in  sunshine  and  foi:,  amid  fair  and  foul 
wt'atlu'r,  now  wafted  joyfull  7  alon.y  by  favorable  breezes,  and 
then  encouuti'rin,^- strong-  adverse    winds,   driven   fai'  fi'om   its 
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true  course  ;  at  times  becalmed  and  motionless  on  the  placid 
bosom  of  the  sea ;  at  other  times  tossed  to  and  fro  in  wild 
tumult  by  storms  and  angry  billows;  receiving  at  intervals  ad- 
ditions, one  by  one  to  your  crew,  to  be  schooled  in  scnnuui- 
ship  and  trained  in  the  management  of  the  bark,  till  the  citw 
numbered  the  favorite  seven  ;  touching  now  and  then,  at  in- 
termediate ports,  to  take  in  supplies  and  increase  tlic  valm-  of 
the  cargo  by  barter  and  exchange  ;  and  then  again,  tducliing 
at  other  ports,  to  send  forth  the  crew,  one  by  one,  to  be  com- 
manders or  mates  on  other  barks  until  all  had  responded  to 
the  call  to  a  higher  duty;  and  you  were  all  alone  again  before 
you  reached  your  destinatidu. 

To-day  though  wearii'd  and  worn  by  the  toils,  lianlships 
and  perils  of  along  voyage  ;  with  Imows  wrinkled  by  time  and 
cheeks  deeply  furrow'ed  with  care  ;  with  the  infirmities  of  age 
coming  upon  you,  you  are  ha]>i>ily  not  objects  of  pitj',  for  your 
weatherbeaten  but  richly  laden  ba;k  lias  been  safely  drawn 
uj)  in  a  quiet  haven,  and  inooivd  to  a  grei-n  shore  over-s])read 
with  perennial  flowers. 

Greetings  on  behalf  of  the  Church  were  expressed 
by  Rev.  A.  Swartz,  of  Westerville,  O.,  as  follows  : 

Peak  P.ROTiiKi:  Axi)  Sist:-:i;  1)i:i:isi!A(!i  :- AVe  are  here  to- 
day as  relatives  and  friends  to  extend  congratulations  to  you 
on  your  safe  arrival  at  the  fiftieth  mile  ].ost  of  yotn-  niairied 
life. 

It  is  my  hai)])y  privilege  to  extend  congratulations,  in  be- 
half of  tlie'churcli  of  your  choice,  our  dear  Kvaiigelical  As- 
sociation. It  lias  made  <-oniiiien.lable  progress  in  this  section 
of  country,  and  elsewhere,  during  the  past  lifty  years.  The 
name  Dreisbach  is  a  historical  uanie  in  the  Evangelical  Asso- 
ciation ;  a  veritable  tower  of  strength.  Your  venerable  father, 
as  well  as  the  family  from  wiiich  yon  selected  your  estimable 


wife,  wore  among  the  first  fruits  of  tlic  organized  labors  of 
Albright  and  his  co-hiborers.  To  your  father  belongs  the 
honor  of  being  the  first  presiding  elder  in  our  beloved  church. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  s]>eiid  the  lirst  two  years  of  my 
itinerard  career  on  Pickaway  circuit.  1  lived  in  Circleville, 
just  out' s(iuare  from  the  Dreisbach  residence,  and  O,  how  often 
1  could  almost  imagine  myself  as  being  seated  at  the  feet  of 
"(iamalial,"  as  I  sat  by  the  side  of  your  venerable  father  for 
advice  and  instruction. 

My  first  effort  as  an  itinerant  was  at  Khenezer.  My  tlu'me 
was,  our  loss  in  Adam  and  gain  in  Christ.  Rum.  v,  18.  During 
those  two  years  I  often  enjoyed  the  society,  and  shared  the 
Christian  hospitality  of  your  pleasant  home.  As  class  leader 
of  Ebenezer  Society,  at  that  tinii',  you  were  a  source  of  efhcient 
help  to  me  in  my  work. 

Ffty  years  ago  when  you  wedded  the  jewt^l  now  seateil  by 
your  side,  and  who  has  stood  by  you  in  all  these  years  serv- 
ing (io*!,  and  raising  an  honorable  family,  as  well  as  accu- 
mulating ])roperty.  our  church  was  yet  comparatively  in  its 
infancy.  Then  we  had  l)ut  one  T.ishop,  the  now  sainted  Jolm 
Seil.ert.  Then  the  membership  of  the  entire  church  was  only 
about  iri,OI)0. 

I  see  by  the  record  of  what  was  then  Lancaster  circuit, 
that  you  were  oHIcially  we.Med  to  the  church  in  the  capacity  of 
class  U'ader  liefore  you  were  wedded  to  her  who  has  been 
a  towi'r  of  strength  to  you  in  all  these  years.  Both 
relations  have  been  honoral)ly  filled.  How  few,  compara- 
tively, are  ])ernntted  to  live  together  in  holy  wedlock  for 
so  long  a  time.  I  won.dcr  if  there  is  a  [.arallel  case  in  our 
l)eloved  church,  where  a  nsau  inis  served  tbr  over  Hfty  years 
consecutively  as  a  class  leader. 

Lancaster  circuit  fifty  yi'ars  a.-o  included  IJookwalter's  in 
Ross:  Dreisl.acli's,  Zinzer's,  Li'ist's,  Klar's  and  Tobias',  in 
I'ickaway;      Whisler's    and    lUicher's,    in    Hocking;    Eiusel's, 
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Swartz's,  Miessc's,  I'.ri-lit's,  1  lays'  and  Sa-ar's,  in  Fairficl-l 
;a.nd  Rocky  Fork,  -.uul  Xci<\van.lcr's  in  Franklin  cmnty. 
Those  were  tlic  iirincipal  iircacliiii,^-  plain's  on  tlic  LancastiT 
ciivnit.  Tlien  we  did  nut  have  a  clnuvii  cdili.'c  ,.n  the  chai-v. 
Nuw  wi'  have  on  tlie  sanu'  territory  nine  distinct  pastoi-al 
char-es;  viz.:  Pickaway,  Circicvillc.  Cclar  Hill,  Lancaster, 
Fairticid,  F.ahiniorc,  Zion,  ( 'ohnnhns.  and  Wcstcrvillc  Now 
we  iiavc  dotted  over  tids  same  territory  twcnty-ei-iit  honscs 
of  worship.  Snrcly  the  Lord  ha.th  d(,ne  -real  tiiin-s  for  ns, 
whereof  we  are  -lad. 

The  first  elinreii  eiHtice  tliat  was  i^rcctcd  on  tlie  cliar-e  was 
Zioii,  in  Pickaway  county;  the  next,  in  Fs4i',  was  Kusli  (  icck 
chapel;  then  follow  St.  Paul  (Bri-lit"s)  and  Fmanuel,  in  Fair- 
fiehl,  and  Emanuel  and  i>eist's  in  I'ickaway.  Three  of  the 
ehuivhes  on  this  sanu'  territory  were  dc^licated  hy  I'.ishop 
Lon-  on  thive  consecutive  Sahhaths  in  X.ivcnd.er  and  Deceni- 
hcr,  is.-,l.  JU-innin-at  Bethel,  in  Fi-anklin  couidy,  the  last 
Sunday  in  November,  the  next  Sunday  at  Fheiu'ezcr,  in  Pick- 
away county  and  then  Tal.or,  in  Fairlicld  county. 

must  he  a  source  .if  joy  to  you  to  witness  such  dcvdo]. incuts 
of  the  cause  of  the  Peclccmcr  thron-h  the  instrumentality  of 
theEvangelical  association  in  this  section  of  the  country,  as 
well  as  to  the  church  in  a  ,L;enei-al  way,  extendiuii  her  intluence 
and  wideinn-  her  borders,  till,  instead  of  three  annual  con- 
ferences, she  now  has  twenty-live  an<l  instead  of  hein-  c<,n- 
lin.Ml  mainly  to  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  exiends  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  i>acilic  ocean,  and  from  beyond  the  lakes  into 
Canada,  to  the  (inlf.  Duriu-  these  ye.trs  she  has  also  leap.-d 
a<-ross  both  oceans  in  pursuit  of  the  lost,  and  lirndy  planted 
her  banner  in  iMirope  and  .Japan;  and  instead  of  l.\Ol)l),  now 
nundiers  i:.l).(H)()  nieudiers. 

I  con-Tatulale  you  alsoon  the  fact   that  all  your    children 
have  been   made  the  hapiiy  subjects  of  ivdeendn-  -race,  and 
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:ir;'  witli  yon  on  their  wav  t..  licavcn,  and  arc  all  hoiKircMl 
nu'inbcrs  of  suiuc  clunvh  assdciatiuii,  niic  of  tliciu  haviii- 
the  hi-h  hdiiur  111  l)cin-' a  missionary  in  the  far-awav  AlVican 
:\Iissi..n  iwh\.  Thv  church  appreciates  y..ur  labors,  your  loy- 
alty and  sacrifices. 

Ahiy  your  .leclinin- days  he  peaceful  and  seivne,  and  at 
the  end  of  life  nniy  you  have  a  -olden  suns-t  and  a  blessed 
fandly  re-union  in  heaven.     There  may  we  all  meet  a-ain. 

President  and  Mrs.  A.  A.  Smith  of  Naperville, 
111.,  who  celebrated  their  golden  weddlnc^  May  23d, 
18S3,  were  not  present  but  sent  the  folio wini,^  con- 
gratulatory lettei-  which  was  read  bv  Dr.  Nauman 
of  Circle ville  : 

Xai'kkvh.uc,   li.i..,  .lau.  ;i()th,  ''.>!. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  E.  1)i:kisi!A(  n  : 

Dear  Friends: -It  \voul<l  -ive  us  veiy  -reat  ].leasure  to 
be  with  yon  at  your  <iolden  Weddin-,  and  in  j.erson  -ive    you 

dc^nied  us.'  i>>nt  we  shall  be  with  yon  in  si)irit,  and  shall  sym- 
pathi/c  with  you  in  all  the  -ood  ciieei-  and  joy  which  the  cele- 
bration may  brin- to  you. 

We  con,iiratulate  yon  that  you  have  journeyed  to-ether  in 
love  for  fifty  years,  shai'iu-  each  other's  joys  an. I  sorrows,  and 
aidin- each"  other  in  buildiu-  up  a  true  christian  character; 
and  that  with  ujdtc.l  lu-arts  and  hands  you  have  been  abund- 
aid  in  - 1  works  to  the  -lory  of  your   Lord  and   ^hister.       I'.y 

,  circles  and  in  social  life,  you  have  won  the  coulidence  and 
esteem  of  your  fcdlow  citizens  and  of  all  your  acipiaintanct'. 

That  you  early  established  a  christian  home,  and  that  for 
these  fifty  years  (iod  ha<  lavished    his  I'ichest    blessin-s    upon 
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your  household,  must  ailurd    you    a    pleasing'    rctrosiicct,   and 

fill  your  hearts  with  -ratitudc  tu  tlic  (iivcrof  all  - 1.     Yours 

has  beeu  a  model  Ikhiic,  wlKTr  the  cliristaii  virtues  liave  heen 
illustrated,  and  where  peace  and  luippiness  Iiave  had  tlieir 
abode. 

You  are  honored  by  the  virtues  and  useful  lives  ol'  your 
children,  whom  you  early  guided  in  tlu' ways  of  wisdom  and 
piety;  and  for  all  your  care,  instruct  ion  and  devotion  to  their 
welfare  in  their  younger  years,  you  now  iveeive  tlieir  res]iect, 
esteem  and  love. 

"The  just  man  v.-allu'th  in  his  integrity;  his  cliildren  are 
blessed  after  him." 

Your  childi'en's  children  aw  also  walking  in  your  foot- 
steps, and  are  emulous  of  each  oth.er  in  testifying  their  high 
esteem  and  afi"ectionate  regards.  Tlu'  promise  is  being  ful- 
filled, that  "The  mercy  of  the  Loi-d  is  from  everlasting  to 
everlasting  upon  them  that  fear  Him,  and  His  righteousness 
unto  children's  children." 

Among  the  most  pleasant  and  higlily  cherished  remem- 
brances of  life,  is  the  fact  that,  for  many  years,  we  sustained 
the  relation  of  teacher  to  your  children.  Each  of  the  seven 
children  was,  in  turn,  a  student  under  our  supervision.  Tlieir 
exemplary  deportment,  their  docility  and  fidelity  t'udeai-eil 
them  to  us,  and  itwas  a  delightful  task  to  im]iart  instruction  to 
them,  and  a  great  pleasure  to  witiu'ss  their  ui-ntal  and  moral 
growth,  while  blossonnng  into  noble  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. 


and  ii 
ahose 


us  the  kind  offices  of  love,  is  more  highly  prized  ;  and  the  one 
from  whom  these  offices  are  received,  is  more  and  more 
beloved.  Such  is  the  golden  link  that  hinds  our  hearts  to 
you. 

That  you  may  yet  live  many  years  to  l)less  your  children, 
the  cluuvh  and  the  world;  that  while  you  are  declining  and 
ncai'IiiL;  htV^'s  sunset,  you  may. receive  Heaven's  choicest  bless- 
intis;  and  that  your  prospect  of  a  glorious  immortality  may 
grow  brighter  and  brighter  "unto  the  perfect  day,"  is  our 
earnest  prayer. 

3[r.  and  Mrs.  A.  A.  Smith. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  I.  E.  Dreisbach  has  had 
some  throat  trouble,  ahnost  losing  his  voice,  his 
response  was  read  by  his  son,  Rev.  Charles.  H. 
Dreisbach,  of  Frankfort,  South  Dakota.  It  is  as 
follows  : 

Sometime  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1840, 1  incidentally 
met  ]Miss  Lydia  Ilittt'l  in  a  public  meeting  not  far  from  where 
she  lived,  and  becoming  charmed  with  her  ways  and  sparkling 
dark  eyes,  1  made  up  my  mind  to  make  her  acquaintance.  I 
also  made  seine  iiii|uiry  as  to  the  family  she  belonged  to,  and, 
finding  that  satisfactory  to  myself,  I  ventured  a  visit  to  her 
home.  Iaci  ythiiiL;  proved  to  be  as  I  was  informed  by  others, 
and,  takiiii:  into  consideration  that  I  came  unexpecti'd  and 
yet  found  tilings  in  order  about  the  house — everything  in  its 
l)lace,  and  snuling  faces  greeting  me,  I  was  as  well  convinced 
of  success  perhaps  as  Abraham's  servant  was  when  he  was 
sent  to  Abraham's  kindred  in  Mesopotamia  in  the  city  of 
Nahor  to  take  a  wife  unto  his  son  Isaac.  Eebekah  met  him, 
after  having  filled  her  pitcher  at  the  well,  and  the  servant 
desiring  a  drink — freely  she  gave  Inm  a  drink  and  also  olTered 
to  draw  for  bis  camels,  etc.     Now  as  Reliekah  was  in  the  dark 
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was  alter,  f^o  it  was  v.itli  iiiciiic  trail  wlicii  I  made  my  lirst 
visit  tn  iicr  lioiiic.  I  (lid  not  leave  lier  in  tlie  <Iarlv  very  l(.n.u- 
lull  told  her  til  coiisidei'  and  tliink  the  niatt-r  over  two  weeks 

weeks.  And  so  it  was  that  on  the  third  or  fourth  visit  she 
heeanie  recoii.-iled  and  we  lixed  the  time  on  this  nienioi-ahle 
day,  the  Utli  of  Kebruary,  A.  D.  isdl.  lieliekalTs  frii'nds  only 
asked  ten  .lays  bnt  that  was  denied  tiieni  hy  this  eldes't 
servant  (.fAhrahani.  He  was  bound  not  to  ivturn  witliout  a 
wife  for  Isaae,  an.l  he  suceeeded  well.  So  did  I,  an<l  I  think 
I  hiive  just  as  good  a  wife  in  Lydia  as  the  old  patriandi  Isaac 
had  in  Rebekah.  Yes,  and  better,  because  Lydia  never 
deceived  me  a8  Hebekah  deceived  lier  husband  when  lie  got 
old  and  his  eyesi.-ht  failed  hiiu.  1  havi"  not  foninl  out  .yet 
lliat  my  wife  loveil  any  one  of  our  seven  children  more  than 
the  rest;  in  that  she  was  better  than  Kebekah,  for  she  loved 
Jacob  moi-e  than  llsau.  In  stature  she  appears  much  smaller 
than  many  other  women,  bnt  I  doubt  whether  any  got  away 
with  more  work  an<l  managed  better  than  slie  did  in  the  fifty 
years  we  have  lived  together.  The  day  after  our  marriage  w'e 
started  on  our  we.Ming  trip  via  CirclevilK^  and  Pickaway 
Plains  to  the  ol,l  homestead  near  Pumpkin  linn,  there  to 
abide  until  we  could  -et  thin-s  rea.ly  to  move  to  ourselves  in 
the  spriiiL;  in  one  of  my  father's  tenant  houses.  As  bng-ies 
were  s<-arce  and  roa<ls  mnd.Iy  wi'  made  the  trip  of  ten  miles 
on  horse-back,  mn.l  being  kiiei-deep  at  j.laces.  We  got  there 
all  the  same  in  about  <,nedudf  day.  Thus  we  livcl  nearly 
fifty  years  on  the  same  onedudf  section  of  land,  and  j.art  n\ 
this  time  in  a  cabin.  Now,  dear  frieu.ls  and  nei-hliors,  we 
thank  you  for  your  many  congratulations  and  kind  wishes 
thank  you  for  your  pri'si'uce.  I  hope  many  of  yon  will  live  to 
see  yourtiftietii  anuivei-sary  of  wedded  life.  :\lay  life's  i-ichest 
blessiuL:-  accompany  you  all. 


A  poem  written  for  the  occasion  by  Mrs.  N.  C. 
Knickerbocker,  oE  Naperville,  III.,  was  intended  to 
be  read  as  a  part  of  the  programme,  but  was  mis- 
directed in  maihng  and  failed  to  reach  its  destina- 
tion in  time.     It  runs  as  follows  : 

Naperville,  III  ,  February  7th,  1891. 
Mr.  and  Mes.  I.  E  Dreisbach,  Circleville,  Ohio  : 
Dear  Friends:— 

Full  fifty  years  of  time's  review 

Pass  through  this  holy  hour. 
All  marshaled  by  a  purpose  true, 

The  harbinger  of  power. 

•  The  granci  procession  heads  its  way 

From  life's  bright  morning  beafh, 
Where  hope's  illuminating  ray 
Portrayed  a  charmed'  reach. 

And  ye  are  in  enchanted  spell— 

The  hour  of  sacred  vows— 
To  list  again  the  marriage  bell, 

And  pledge,  in  solemn  voice. 

To  keep  the  rhyme  of  wedded  love 

Until  ye  sight  that  home 
Of  Him  named  every  name  above, 

And  heed  His  blessed  "  Come." 

Nor  stay  we  memory's  swift  train 

To  invoice  all  it  bears  ; 
To  look  its  joys  all  o'er  again, 

And  count  its  holy  tears  : 

Ah,  no  !    For  consecration's  gold 

Hath  in  immortal  ray 
The  noble  epic  sweetly  told 

Of  all  the  happy  way. 

Love's  circle  chants  a  choral  sweet 
Adown  the  march  of  years, 


And  Zion  makes  the  chord  complete 
From  out  her  roll  of  seers. 

In  honor  rise  the  blessed  band 
That  here  their  love  enshrined, 
'  All  holding  posts  of  duty  grand— 

To  noblest  work  inclined. 

Some  are  in  Afrie's  darkling  wild  ; 

But  gaze  with  love's  sweet  quest 
And  the  fond  yearnings  of  a  child, 

Each  as  an  unseen  guest, 

Into  this  glad  assembly  here 

That  greets  yon  with  Home's  crown  : 
And  so,  dear  friends  afar  and  near 

Your  wedding  march  goes  on. 

Beloved  indeed,  of  those  and  these ; 

May  God  prolong  your  day. 
Drink  of  this  memory  sweet  peace  ; 

Love  triumphed  all  the  way. 

Blest  age  !  no  wrong  deflowers  the  years 

Of  retrospect  to-day, 
To  shade  the  blissful  heaven  that  nears  ; 

But  benediction's  ray 

Lights  up  the  nooks  of  life  with  joy. 

Such  as  the  righteous  earn. 
Ensuring  bliss  without  alloy 

Where  th'  years  of  glory  turn. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  letters  received 
in  response  to  invitations  to  be  present  at  the  golden 
wedding: 

Lincoln.  Ii.i..,  Feb.  :!(1,  l.S!»l. 
I)i:ai;  Uxcle  Isa.vc  and  .Vint  l.vniA:-Your  letter  and 
lieautil'ul  anniversary  card  liave  been  received.  We  would  be 
!^o  nineli  jileased  to  join  witli  yoni- elnldren  and  your  ehildri'n's 
ehildi-en  in  eon.Liratnlatin.u  yon  on  tbe  .u'olden  anniversary  of 
your  weddin-  day.     Tln^re   will   be  -reat    cause    lor    rejoicin- 


Lettei-«.  Cir 

Tln' associations  will  probably  causr  you  to  take  a  retrospec- 
tive- view  of  your  lives— will  cause  you  to  recall  the  time  when 
you  stood  to-etber  before  the  altar,  and  there  in  the  i)resence 
of  (iod's  minister  vowed  to  share  each  other's  joys  and  sor- 
rows, to  live  totiether  in  conjugal  fidelity  until  the  end  of  life. 
You  have  jiassed  through  manifold  and  varied  experiences. 
At  times  the  sun  of  prosperity  has  shed  its  golden  rays  upon 
your  lit\''s  pathwaj' — at  other  times  the  horizon  of  your  life 
has  bi'en  o'ercast  with  clouds,  but  doubtless  there  has  been 
more  sunshine  than  shadow,  more  joy  than  sorrow.  You 
have  felt  the  balmy  breezes  of  fifty  springtimes.  Y'ou  have 
beheld  the  beauty  and  inhaled  the  fragrance  of  the  flowers 
of  flfty  summers.  You  have  also  experienced  the  frosts  and 
snows  of  fifty  winters.  Children  have  been  born  to  you — 
they  have  ])rattled  on  your  knei's  :ind  tilled  your  home  with 
sunlight.      With  ])arental  pleasure  you  have  watched  them  as 

they  develope.l  into  manh land  womanhood.      Surely  God 

has  been  good  to  you.  We  trust  that  the  evening  of  your 
lives  will  be  calm  and  peaceful;  that  you  may  continue  to 
enjoy  an<l  also  acknowledge  the  gracious  gifts  of  the  Divine 
benefactor  until  that  glad  time  when  you  shall  enter  the  land 
of  an  endless  summer. 

Fifty  years  of  wedded  bliss — 

Few  live  to  know  what  joy  is  this ; 

Fond  recollections  come  and  go 

Of  tir  wedding  fifty  years  aii'o. 

Then  in  that  bloom  of  youth  and  life, 

A  iiapi.v  -room  and  loving  brii'le 

Knew  not  what  the  future  would  ju'ovide. 

Years  have  gone  bv,  tilled  with  sorrow  and  jov, 
Some  thin-s  that  jili-ase  and  some  that  annoy; 
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I>iit  tlu>  joys  wcri'  f^<i  \rvy  intiny  iiinrc 

TiK'v'vc'liviMl  toi^cc  tliciiThildivn  -row. 
The' tod.llin- infants  ,>i  Imi- a-n, 

T..nK-n  and  winn.-n,  wIm.  .-..nic  to-day 

Mav  (iud  in   His  l...nndlcss,  nicivilul   love, 
Shower  bU-ssin-s  upon  tlu-ni  from  abovr; 

May  He  j:jraut  tliem  health,  happiness,  peace, 
S(j  their  coming  years  may  in  strength  increase. 


Peoria,  Ii.i...  Feb.  7tli,  bS'll. 

T)kai:  I'lioTUiCR  AND  Si.sTER : — Y( )nr  ill vitatlou  received,  in- 
vitiii-  us  to  1ie  prest'iit  at  the  tiftieth  anniversary  of  your  iiiar- 
ria-v,  for  wincli  we  tliaiik  you,  and  re-ret  that  we  cannot  be 
jiresent,  inucii  as  we  would  lilvc  to.  Hand  in  hand  have 
you  ascended  tlie  hill,  hainl  in  liaml  are  you  desceiKhng  into 
the  valley,  a  valley  li-hte(l  by  the  undyinii  and  unshifting 
hand  of  faithfulness,  love  and  devotion.  It  would  be  a  privi- 
lege to  lie  there  to  witness  this  beautiful  sight,  to  see  the 
bride  and  bridegroom  of  to-day  in  soul  and  in  heart,  the  bride 
and  bridegroom  of  this  day  a  half  century  ago. 

We  wish  you  many  a  long  year  yet  lu'fore  you  snaj)  the 
golden  links  that  bin<l  you  together.  That  your  bark  may 
sail  upon  a  golden  sea  and  that  your  sunset  may  l»e  golden  is 
our  united  sentiment. 

Vours  sincerely, 

James  Toiuas  and  D  \r(;nTEi;s. 


Hat.lsville,  ().,  Feb.  Hd,  bsni. 
:\ri;.  AM)  Mrs.  T.  K.  Prkisiiacii:- Your  kind    invitation    to 


very  luucli    rc-rct  that   tlic  coiiilition  of  oiir  licalth   will    not 
permit  us  to  l)e  presnit  (.11  tliat  iiitiMCstin-  occasion. 

Tlio  marriage  state  was  ordaiiu'd  by  the  Alhvise  Creator 
for  a  good  and  noble  purpose,  and  it  is  a  happy  relation.       For 

"  Until  Hymen's  love  deliglited  hour 
There  dwelt  few  jovs  in  Ivlen's  bower. 

The  garden  was  jonelv  and  wild, 
And  man,  the  iiermit,  was  sad. 

Till  woman  ai.peared  and  snnled, 
And  made  his  heart  glad." 

Permit  us  to  congratulate  yourself  and  wife  on  your  happy 
domestic  relations.  Though  your  path  may  not  at  all  times 
have  been  illumini'd  with  bright  and  cheering  sunshine,  I  be- 
lieve but  few  dark  shadows  have  cros.^ed  your  ]ydth.  The 
pale  hor.se  an<l  his  vu\vr  have  not  been  perndtted  to  enter 
your  family  circle  to  cut  down  your  iirstd)orn,  and  if  my 
memory  serves  me  right,  no  mend)er  of  your  family  has  been 
called  away  by  dt-ath.  The  childr^'ii  the  Lord  gave  you  are 
honorably  filling  their  callings  in  life.  You  were  enabled  to 
provide  for  their  temiioral  and  eilucational  wants.  You  in- 
<lucted  them  into  the  actualities  of  practical  farm  life  and 
habits  of  industry,  and  they  an'  I'eady  to  rise  uj)  ar.d  call  you 
l)le,^sed. 

Yours  truly, 

Levi  .\xn  M,\R(i.\KKT  P>t(  iiwAi.TKit. 


IjKOKIA,    Ii,L.,  Feb.  7th,  1S<)1. 

Mr.  .\ni)  Mks.  L  K.  I)ki:is]!.\ch,  Ciuclicvili.k,  Unu.: 

Dkak  Txcle  axd  Aunt: — We  are  in  receipt  of  your  very 
kind  invitation  for  February  9th.  The  celebration  of  such  an 
event  is  the  tirst  one  to  which  we  have  been  invited,  so  that 
without  any  formal  regrets,  we  expi'ess  our  feelings  of   disap- 
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ix.intiHcnt  ill  lint  liciii-  al.lc  tu  ivspoii.I.  AVliclli.T  we  sliall 
(■vcr  live  to  rclfhratc  niir  nwii,  we  kiunv  iint,  ))iit  as  .■a<-li  siic- 
(■(•(•ilin-  year  lia<  parsed,  w  .•  still  look  I'urwanl  lor  a  bi'ttur  one 
tliaii  the  one  i)ast.  and  if  |K'rniitted  to  reach  fifty  years  of 
\V(mM(m1  lil\',  wr  will  i\'j(.in"  in  tlii>  arld?rl  Aveiorht  of  years  of 
ever-rowin-lilcssc.lncss.  We  ivjoirr  with  yon  and'  extend 
our  hearty  congratulations  niion  reacliin--  your  liftietli  anni- 
versary, May  it  he  your  jiortioii  to  add  still  more  to  the  pros- 
perous  ones  past  anil  ours  to  meet  >ou  wlu'U'  the  symbol  of 
perfect  lovt'  here  foreshadowed  is  to  realize  in  all  the  -lory  of 
eternity.  Aii'eetioiiately  y(nirs, 

Oliver  P.  and  R<)zkm,.\  T.  ^rcCooi.. 


PEBRUAHV  0,  1841—1891. 

Mr.  I.  E.  Dreisracii  and  Wife:— I'lease  ae<'e])t  tlie  con- 
gratulations of  a  friend  that  yon  have  reached  this  p)lden 
period  in  your  married  life,  (iod  has  blessed  you  with  many 
children  and  grandchildren,  who  are  an  honor  to  their  parents, 
and  who  attest  the  usefulness  of  your  lives  to  your  country, 
and  your  homes.  The  community  where  you  reside  is  blesseil 
in  the  society  of  your  righteous  exaiii]>le,  and  may  you  livt-  to 
enjoy  your  diamond  wedding.  .May  (iod  bless  yon,  both  in 
time  and  eternity,  is  the  jirayer  of  your  ::ged   friend, 

Matilda  S.  IIowki.i.. 
Nai)erville,  Illinois,   February  ISiU. 


(\)LTMiu-s,  ().,  .Tail.  ni.  1S!I1. 

Dkai;    Vsr\.E  Isaac  am.  .\int   I.yi.ia:      We  received  y,,iir 

kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  celebration  of  your  liftielh 

wedding  anniversarv.       It  would  give  us  great   i>leasuri'  to  be 

with  yon  on   the  occasion,  and  meet   our    numerous    relativt's 


and  friends,  but  it  will  be  inipnssihlc  inv  us  to  do  so,  inurh  to 
cm-  rctiTft.  Wr  cm-rat ulatc  you  on  l.cin-  one  of  the  few  who 
rearh  the  liftieth  mile-stone  in  wo.Mcd   life. 

Hopin- you  will   have  an  enjoyahlc  time  on    tlie  l»tli,  and 
live  to  st'e  many  more  weddin;^'  annix'crsaries,  I  am, 

Atieetionately,  y(jur  niece, 
Xo.  Gil  East  Rich  St.  Eosa  (i.  Patterson-. 


Mason  and  Dixon,  Pa.,  Pel).  9th,  'HI. 

3Iv  Dear  T^ncle  and  Atnt:— Although  absent  in  person 
at  your  golden  wedding,  my  thoughts  have  been  with  you  all 
day  long,  and  that  tronblesome,  uncontrollable  little  lump 
that  forces  its  way  into  my  throat  at  times  when  recalling  past 
days,  was  more  than  ordinarily  active  with  me  in  trying  to 
secure  permanence.  I  hope  it  did  not  rain  all  day  with  you  as 
it  did  with  us.  The  usual  week's  wash  was  put  off  on  this 
golden  wedding  day,  and  instead,  stockings  to  mend,  which 
alone  suggests  cheerless  meditations.  I  shall  never  forget  the 
first  little  stocking  Nellie  wore  through.  How  neatly  I 
darned  it,  and,  altogether,  how  cute  and  sweet  I  thought  it 
looked.  How  a  few  years  changes  the  look  of  things.  I 
wonder  how  time  appears  to  you,  if  it  seems  like  fifty  years 
ago  when  you  established  the  home  that  not  your  children 
alone,  but  all  of  us  love  to  think  of.  Eeally  it  does  not  seem 
long  to  me  when  I  was  an  idle  little  girl,  no  care,  no  work,  or 
aim,  nothing  but  eat,  sleep  and  have  a  good  time.  Pcrhajis 
my  strength  was  saved  for  later  years,  for  I  have  quite  enough 
now  to  occupy  strength  of  mind  and  body. 

I  fci'l  that  I  woulil  know  so  many  that  will  be  with  you 
on  this  auspicious  occasion.  I  would  so  much  love  to  be  there 
and  sei' all  the  loved  ones  with  you.  Cousin  ^hiry,  Mattie 
and  Charlie,  together  with  the  "a(l<liti.)ns"  they   have   made 
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of  love  for  iiu>.  Tlu'  otluT  tlnvc,  Frank,  Knsc  and  IJcubcn 
(Id  not  sccni  so  far  away,  not  beyond  my  rcacli  at  least.       Now 

ahont  dear  Kninia,  so  faithful,  so  - I,  separating  herself  from 

you  all  that  were  so  deal'  to  hei-,  and  devotin-  her  time  and 
stn'U-th  to  (iod.  Thou-h  youieavr,  she  is  an  example  f.ir  us  all. 
If  she  was  willin- to  make  that  saerilice,  an<l  liU  the  foi'ei-n 
post,  we  eei-tainly  ou-lit  to  he  willin-  to  do  somethin-  with 
home  missions.      I   find  myself  moiv  interested  in  everything- 

how  beautifully  she  addressed  all  in  her  farewi'll  at  Kbenezer 
church  with  more  nerve  than  I  i-ead  it  after  it  was  all  over. 
Frank  joins  me  with  kindest  wishes  to  you  l)oth,  and  hope 
you  may  live  to  eidebrate  your  diamond  wt'ddin--,  and  we  will 
try  and  gd  to  that  one. 

Devotedly  your  niece, 

Ai/niA  I).  ^Iiia.Ki!. 


(iAKXKTT,  Kan.,  Jan.  ;!lst,  iS'.d. 
Dkak  Fkikxds:  — We  received  your  kind  invitation  to  your 
.yolden  weddinu',  and  as  ( ircumstances  are  adverse  to  our  at- 
tending, will  send  reuix'ts  and  congratulations  together.  I  am 
sorry  we  cainiot  be  there,  as  such  occasions  are  very  rare. 
Xrvy  few  ai'e  permitted  to  live  so  long  together.  Fifty  years 
seems  like  a  long  time  to  look  forward  to.  Imt  how  slioi't  to 
lo.,k  ba.'k!  Wishing  you  a  very  happy  time  and  luanv  returns 
of  your  wedding  annivei-saries.  I  ivmain. 

Yours  sinceivly, 

Ku/A    F\i;xKsT. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  1.  V..  Dreisbach. 


Tacoma,  AVasiiixotox,  Jan.  '91. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  E.  Dreisbacii: 

I)i:ak  Frikxds:— I  siiuvrcly  ivyrct  that  it  is  impossible 
for  nu'  to  attend  your  golden  wedding,  and  instead  will  send 
good  wishes  and  congratulations.  God  has  indeed  been  good 
to  you  in  sparing  your  lives  for  so  many  years,  and  may  He 
spare  you  to  eaeh  other  and  to  your  children  many  more 
years.  Respectfully  and  in  love, 

Mrs.  H.  p.  Hyde. 


Washixctox,  Im..,  Feh.  o,  isill. 

Dear  Uncle  axd  Auxt:— We  should  have  paid  our  com- 
jiliments  earlier  on  the  occasion  of  your  fiftieth  marriage  an- 
niversary. Our  congratulations,  however,  though  late,  want 
nothing  of  the  warmth  with  which  the  earliest  was  accom- 
jianied,  for  we  must  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  we  take  a 
n'al  i)art  in  the  present  joy  of  your  family,  although  we  regret 
tiiat  we  cannot  be  present.  We  are  confident  that  in  your 
nianicd  life  there  has  been  true  and  lasting  domestic  ha,ppi- 
ni'ss  and  we  shall  only  add  our  wishes  that  your  happiness 
n.iay  increase  with  your  years. 

Yours  sincerely, 

(JEORCiE    AND     ]\IaTTIE    T(U5rAS. 


C'artha(;e,  Mo.,  Jan.  :'.lst.  'Ml. 

Dear  T'xci.e  axd  Aixt:— Your  kind  invitation  for  t\w 
ilth  has  been  received.  We  deeply  regret  that  we  cannot  be 
jiresent  on  the  joyous  occasion.      Though  absent,  we  wish  you 
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a  li:ii)].y  tiiiu',  with    iiuiiiy    years   of   wed.li'd    life    to   follow. 
Ai^ain  uxjircssiiiu'  oiii'  I'cLii'cts,  wv  arc. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Felt.ers. 


8prix(;fielt),  Ohio,  Feb'y  4th,  1S91. 

B.  F.  Dreisbach,  Esq.,  Circleville,  Ohio: 

My  Dear  Corsix:— The  kmd  iuvitatiou  to  attend  the 
golden  wedding  of  your  parents,  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  I.  K.  Dreisbach, 
at  your  home  February  9,  '91,  -was  received  on  the  I'lttli  ult., 
just  as  Mrs.  B,  and  I  w^ere  starting  to  the  train  to  make  a 
short  visit  to  my  parents.  We  appreciate  your  kindness,  and 
regret  that  we  will  be  unable  to  be  present  on  that  very  im- 
portant and  pleasant  occasion.  AVe  would  enjoy  meeting  your 
good  parents,  and  our  many  friends  very  much,  indeed.  Please 
remember  us  kindly  to  them,  and  our  wishes  for  many  more 
years  of  happy  married  life  to  them.  With  kindest  regards,  I 
remain,  A'ery  truh', 

Edward  L.  Bicuwalter. 


Naperville,  III.,  February  4,  1S!)1. 

Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  I.  E.  DREisnAcn,  C'irclevimj:,  Ohio: 

Dear  Friendsi—Wc  regret  that  the  season  of  tlie  year, 
the  distance  and  naturi' of  my  work,  all  conspire  to  pi'event 
our  accepting  your  kind  invitation  to  be  prt'sent  at  the  liftit'th 
anniversary  of  your  marriage.  Such  an  event  is  of  rare  oc- 
currence and  is  therefore  worthy  of  being  made  the  occasion 
of  more  than  ordinary  interest.  We  feel  ourelves  highly  hon- 
ored to  be  numbcre(i  among  your  many  friends  and  thank 
you  sincerely  for  this  inarl<  of  recognition.     We  liope  tiiat  you 
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will  have  a  very  enjoyable  time  and  that  you  may  live  to  se( 
many  more  happy  years  adiled  to  your  already  lout:-  and  sue 
ceyaful  lives. 

Sint'erely  yours, 

3Ir.  AM)  Mrs.  (Jeo.  AV.  SiXDi.ixciKR. 


N.VPERViLLE,  iLh.,  Feb'y  4tli,  ISDl. 
;\Ir.  and  ]Mrs.  I.  E.  Dreisbach,  Circi.evili.e,  Ohio: 

Dear  Friends: — Your  eom])limentary  note  of  invitation 
to  your  golden  weddino-,  duly  received.  While  eireumstanees 
will  make  it  im])ossible  for  us  to  share  the  pleasure  of  the 
oeeasion.  Ave  no  less  wish,  you  a  hai)])y  eommemoi'ation  day  of 
your  tifty  years  of  wed.icd  love  and  life.  That  your  life's 
journey  from  your  -olden  weddin-  to  the  entrance  of  the 
Golden  City  above  may  be  inereasin.i;ly  happy  and  trium])hant, 
is  the  sincere  wish  of 

Yours  in  christian  love, 

J.  AXi)  A.  E.  Lercu. 


Atiien's,  ().,  Feb.  19,  '!)1. 

Mk.  anu  ^NIrs   B.  F.  Dreisbacu  : 

^Iv  Dear  Friends: — I  want  to  convey  to  you  and  your 
,<;ood  parents  the  regrets  of  myself  and  Mr.  Brown  that  we 
were  unable  to  resi)ond  to  your  kind  invitation  and  be  i^resent 
at  the  golden  wedding,  a  rare  and  aus])icious  occasion.  We 
were  visiting  in  Washington  D.  C  and  tin'  merry  making  was 
all  over  before  we  knew  of  our  invitati(ni.  I  see  by  the  home 
papers  that  you  had  a  truly  enjoyable  time.  I  have  very 
pleasant  recollections  of  several  days  siK'ut  at  your  old  home 
when  :\Iary  was  a  school  girl  in  Circleville.       I   am  very  sorry 
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we  ciinlil  not  be  with  you,  but  we  imist  not  expect  to  take  in 
all  the  uoihI  tilings.  I'ieasc  ])tescnt  onr  congratulations  and 
tlianks  tu  the  bride  and  -iM.oni,  witli  tlie  liopo  that  they  may 
live,  twenty-live  years  loii-er  and  eelebrate  their  diamond 
festival.  Sineerc'ly   y,.urs, 

:\Ii;.  AM)  .Mi:s.  J.  I).  P.RowN. 


W]iat  shall  1  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  His  benefits  toward  me  ? 
— Psalms  c.ni— 12. 
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